Weekly Newsletter
News, Successes, Events and more!

Dear Parents,
Friday, 12th
October, 2018

It has been lovely to see the wide variety of activities in school this
week and the fun and learning that has taken place. Y6 went to a
Shakespeare workshop on Tuesday and represented St Margaret's
wonderfully. Cory Pulman-Jones, Head of Drama at The Leys
School in Cambridge, always looks forward to working with our
pupils and we are indebted to her for this opportunity in their
state-of-the-art drama facilities.

The 2018 Rotary
Christmas ‘Shoe Box’
Scheme
All filled boxes will need to
be back in school by
Wednesday 17th October
please.
They are being collected
by Rotary on Thursday
18th at 09:30 am.

House Points this week
Nugent - 106

Knight - 111
Wentworth - 107
Rolfe - 136
Congratulations

Tuesday morning also saw three lovely Y6 girls (Eva S, Maya and
Sophia B) helping three new Year 4 pupils conquering the bus-stop
method of division. Their patience, kindness and good humour
was so special to see and encapsulated everything that makes
St Margaret's such a wonderful school. It was especially poignant
as they had been selected by another Y6 pupil as being "incredible
at explaining." Moments like this make coming to work so worthwhile.
Along with careful bulb planting, Forest School, Year 4 parents to
lunch, challenging sports matches, a New Hall swimming gala,
ISA U9 football, Lego cakes and cards, some online testing, a Y6
Parents' Evening and a brilliant Y3 assembly it's no wonder that
children and staff are looking forward to a well-earned rest. The
children have, however, been challenged to play as much in the
garden tomorrow and to help with at least one job, preferably outside. The teachers are looking forward to hearing all about their
successes and we hope you enjoy the assistance of your minihelpers!
Now that the evenings are drawing in, please do continue to monitor your child's internet usage. We know that the children enjoy
playing and watching online games and they can be a source of
great pleasure and social interaction. However, please do watch
the age ratings of the games, check that they play fairly and include all their real friends, monitor their usage and ensure they
don't pick up poor language. Children are telling us of consoles in
their bedrooms, getting up to meet friends online at 6am, uploading
their own YouTube content and hours and hours of playing each
week. This doesn't help the children start the school day with a
positive learning attitude and onscreen disagreements damage
playground friendships. We will continue to talk to the children
about the safe and appropriate use of technology and appreciate
your help with this. The Question of the Week below may also give
you some useful resources to help with this very modern problem.
We all hope that you have a wonderful weekend and look forward
to seeing the children back at school on Monday.

Rolfe!
Carolyn Moss & The Staff

Gosfield Hall Park, Gosfield, Essex, CO9 1SE
Tel: 01787 472134

admin@stmargaretsprep.com

www.stmargaretsprep.com

@StMargsPrep

I'm concerned that my child is
spending too much time
online. Might they be addicted to
certain games and what can I do
about it?

We put this question to the Professionals Helpline at the UK Safer Internet Centre and this is their comprehensive reply.
"It's debated whether gaming is an addiction or a compulsion, we would lean toward compulsion and
we believe this is a better way to talk to young people about gaming. Addiction is a much more complex
issue, comes with a lot of negative connotations and is generally a lot harder to resolve.
A lot of gaming compulsion issues are quite common in young people and parenting plays a key role in
finding a solution. Schools are good at safety messages but it has to be reinforced by supervised connections and boundaries at home.
Here is a report we published earlier in the year around the effects of screen time: https://
www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/swgfl-publishes-report-effects-screentime-young-peoples-wellbeing
Following on from that there is a resource for parents about screen time specifically and how to set
those boundaries: https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Young-children-and-screen-time---a-guide-for-parents
-and-carers.pdf
It also gives guidance on a "family agreement", this can be used to make rules and boundaries in the
home while involving the children, so they feel part of it.
If the children are all playing together online, we suggest that maybe parents could meet and come up
with a consensus together about how much time the children should be allowed to play, that way no one
child will feel left out”
We are grateful to the Safer Internet Centre for their input and hope that you find this useful. We all
want the children can enjoy the benefits of our digital world without falling prey to the problems.
If you have a question you'd like investigating, please drop Mrs Moss an email at
carolyn.moss@stmargaretsprep.com
Carolyn Moss
Deputy Head and DSL

Katie, Alex and Roberta all compete and train
at Braintree Athletics Club .
They all ran a mile for a Mental Health charity
on Tuesday night, after already doing a hour of
training. Well done girls.

The Journalist Club
We are running a creative writing competition for Years 1-6 alongside The University Of Essex. The
stories are due in by the 11th and should be sent to the University. The theme is 'Out of this world'.
Year 1/2 children can write up to 300 words. Year 3/4 up to 500 words and Year 5/6 1000 words. Mrs
Crowley is happy to read stories and enter them for you but would need them to her by the 7th
November. Gold and silver will be presented to each age group plus other awards include: most
creative character, most original illustration and most imaginative setting. The competition is run
throughout schools in Essex and more details can be found at www.essex.ac.uk/artseducation.
Reported by Charlie Larkin and Peggy Foggo
We also interviewed Mr Clifton and a few children about
the Under 9 ISA football. Quotes are below.
Mr Clifton said "The match went very well and we came
in 5th place. The last goal was very dramatic when Luca
took the corner and Harry knocked it in off the side of his
foot, seconds before the final whistle"
Harry Martin the top goal scorer was quoted saying,
"I loved the match, I enjoyed the 1st game the most"

Nightime Owl - Adam
Revell - KS2 Textiles

Octopus - Lula Rose
- KS2 Drawing

My brother and I Adam Revell

Rainforest Mosaic - Year 4 - 2D

Year 4 Secret Worlds - In the Cat and Mouse - Bethany
style of Louise Nevelson
Irvine - 3D (Individual)

Good luck to all our artists
who have been chosen for
the ISA Regional Art
Competition this weekend!

Hello Parents / Carers,
Following on from my article in the Newsletter last week.
A gentle reminder for this coming Monday (15th October) please.
The new bus parking arrangements will be put in to operation in
the far car park, closest to the Golf Club.
All pupil drop off and pick up from Monday onwards will be in the
first car park (on the netball courts and on the adjacent hard
standing area). I look forward to seeing you all there!
There may be some teething problems, and we recognise that a degree of flexibility will be
needed occasionally but I would ask for your co-operation and understanding while we put the
necessary changes in place.
On that note, thank you for all your patience today; the Year 3 Assembly was so well attended
it only gave me 16 parking spaces as opposed to the usual 53 to juggle with. If you were kept
on the road this morning please accept my apologies for the slight delay.
Ed High Viz Man!
(Ed Wilkinson – Site Manager)

Thank you Year 3 for a brilliant Assembly taking us back to the Stone Age - and
rocking the Hall!
Spanish certificate
For Rose L (4H)
for wonderful work on
the colours in Spanish
French certificate
For Henry L (5M)
For super work on the
fruits in French

We had our first PA meeting this week and it was a productive one! We’re
planning some fantastic events in the next few months.

Elaine Crisp, PA Chair.

Christmas Shopping Event- 14th November

We will be hosting a selection of local businesses offering their goods and services on the 14th November between 2:30 and 5:30pm. This will be the perfect
opportunity for you to get all your Christmas Shopping done at once, and relax
with a hot drink and delicious festive snack.
Children’s Christmas Market
19th and 20th November 2018
We are all looking forward to our very popular
Children Christmas Market next month.
Our little elves have been busy buying gifts to
make sure that everyone will be happy on
Christmas morning.
If you have any spare wrapping paper
or tape available, please could you
donate it to us?
We are happy to take any kind off
your hands, even the ones with glitter!
Pre-loved Uniform Sale

The next pre-loved uniform sale will take place on the 18th
October from 8:00am to 9:00am in Reception C.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Upcoming Events



Summer Fete: May 2019



Family Bingo : January
2019



Summer Annual Ball: June
2018



Quiz Night March 2019

Elaine Crisp (Y4 & Y1) – Chair | Layla Andrews (Y5 & Y3) - Deputy Chair | Nicole Marrington (Y4 & Y2) – Treasurer
Friederike Venables (Y5 & Y3) - Joint Secretary | Steph Harris (Y5, Y3 & Y1) - Joint Secretary
Brie Bailey (Y4,Y3 & Y1) | Alex Bishop (Y6 & Y4) | Sarah Frost (Y6) | Jo Hedley (Y5) | Lynne Larkin (Y5)

Next Week’s Menu Choices

Dates for your diary…
15th October
Maths Confidence for Parents, 2.45 - 3.45pm
17th October
ISA Swimming Gala, Ipswich Crown Pools
18th October
Year 3 trip to St. Catherine’s Church, Gosfield
19th October
Reception Assembly
Prep ‘Alternative Sport’ Afternoon
BREAK FOR HALF TERM

Year 4 Burwell House Residential Trip
Pre-Prep Author, Chloe Inkpen visiting
7th November
Year 4 return from Burwell House
ISA U10 Rugby, Littlegarth
9th November
Remembrance Service for Pupils
12th November
U9A Football Tournament, Littlegarth
Maths Confidence for Parents, 2.45 - 3.45pm
13th November
Year 1 Forest School finishes
Nursery to Year 5 Parents’ Evening, 4pm - 7pm
14th November
PA Christmas Shopping Event

5th November

15th November

Year 4 Burwell House Residential Trip

Individual School Photos

Year 6 Parents to lunch, 12.30pm

16th November

Maths Confidence for Parents, 2.45 - 3.45pm

Prep Author, Megan Rix, visiting

6th November

17th November
ABRSM Exams

Parents and Grandparents are welcome to join us
for Class Assemblies (9.00am) and for coffee
afterwards

