Parents’ Information
for
Year One

St. Margaret’s
Preparatory School

Welcome to Year 1 and the first year of the Pre-Prep
Department at St. Margaret’s Prep. This booklet is designed to help you understand and prepare your child for the
many experiences he/she is about to be introduced to. The
children will receive lessons in a range of subjects with some
being specialist taught. Each subject is outlined below with
the topics to be covered, though staff reserve the right to
make alterations without consultation.

Uniform:
For the day-to day uniform for pupils in Years 1 and 2 please
refer to the list given to you in your Curriculum Pack or the
parent’s section of our school website. Children must have
their Puffa jackets, school gloves and warm school hats available on cold days. In the Summer Term pupils must bring in
their legionnaire hat and their own suntan lotion. Children
with long hair must have it tied up using bobbles or a scrunchie in the school colours at all times. Pupils are expected to
have smart uniform at all times, including hats, both in
school and when representing St. Margaret’s in the local area.

Games Kit:
Children are responsible for their own kit, but please help
them by ensuring everything is labelled and should be stored
in a school PE bag. Pupils will need the PE kit on the list given to you in the Curriculum Pack or please refer to the uniform section on the website. Please note Year 2s have extra
items to Year 1.

Lost Property:
Children are encouraged to take care of all their belongings. If
items are mislaid they will be returned to the child as soon as
possible. Unnamed items will be taken to the lost property
basket at the bottom of the spiral stairs in the main building.

Registration and Dismissal:
Registration is at 8.45am but we would like the children to
arrive as soon after 8.30am as possible so that we can hear
readers and check messages from home. Parents are encouraged to leave their children at the front door of the LAF building and allow them to make their own way to their pegs and
sort out bags. We aim to encourage independence and a pupils’ ability to organise their own belongings. If you urgently
need to see the class teacher you are very welcome to come
into the classroom. Each morning the children will need their
snack, water and book bag containing their reading book,
homework diary and any homework. If you have any messages for the form teacher please write them in the homework
diary or email direct. Where directed, fees and Summer Ball
bookings, for example, should be placed in the basket in the
Gallery. Money and slips for class trips or class events should
go to the class teacher .
Dismissal for Year 1 is from the side door of the LAF building at 3.30pm. If you have a child with an older sibling they
can go to Sibling Waiters located in one of the LAF building
classrooms. These children can be collected by 3.50pm and
are expected to wait sensibly with an adult at all times. PrePrep pupils who have not been collected will be escorted to
Late Waiters, which is held in Reception L, and parents may
collect from there. (There is a charge for this service). You
will be asked to complete a Dismissal Permission Form at the
start of the academic year, detailing which adults are allowed
to collect your child. Please contact the School Office if you
would like to update this during the year. If your child is going home with an adult on a one-off basis, please can you let
us know in writing.

Clubs:
We offer a range of clubs, both before and after school
(starting at 8am and usually free) and after school ( for which
there is a charge), details of which are published in the termly
calendar. Generally, clubs begin on the first week of term,
and dates are shown on the clubs letter.

If a club has to be cancelled for any reason, parents will be
informed via Parentmail.

Homework:
Reading will be given as homework every night and spellings
will be given on Tuesdays to be learnt for the following Monday. Literacy or Maths will be given on Friday to be handed
in on Monday. On occasion pupils may be asked to finish off
a piece of work or research a topic. In the event of a Snow
Day, appropriate work is available on the school website for
downloading.
Holiday homework is issued and this must be completed and
returned to the class teacher on return to school.

Reading:
We feel that reading is essential for the development of vocabulary, a broadening of experience and also for pure pleasure.
In Year 1, pupils will be on our Cliff Moon Scheme, which
has been developed to introduce them to a wide range of genres. It is, however, important your child sees this as an active
pursuit, and develops the skill to read out loud successfully
and to understand the text. To assist with this, we ask you to:









Listen to your child read each night
Complete the homework diary
List unfamiliar words at the side of the Reading Diary
so they can be checked.
Ask questions about the plot, pictures and characters.
Make predictions about the developing plot.
Discuss why the author has used certain words.
Take your child to the local Library to help them to select a range of suitable and interesting books.

English:
At this stage, the children are beginning to read more fluently
and remember more key words as well as continuing to
‘sound out’ unknown words. They should read every night
and parents are asked to listen to them and record all
reading in their Homework Diaries with the page number
reached. Children need to read through our reading scheme to
ensure different vocabulary and story ideas are experienced.
Regular visits to the school library are encouraged, where
there is a wonderful selection of fiction and non-fiction books
for all reading abilities. Handwriting lessons continue and
children are encouraged to use the correct grip and letter formation. We follow the Nelson style of handwriting and this
year we ensure all letters are formed correctly and are of the
correct size. In written work we encourage the use of word
books, dictionaries and the children’s own attempts at words.
Formal lessons in grammar, comprehension, phonics and
punctuation are taught alongside creative work. Spellings are
set on Tuesdays and tested the following Monday. The children will be in spelling groups according to their ability.
Spellings will be taken from the sounds of the week and High
Frequency Words. We use a variety of strategies to learn and
review spellings.

Children are taught to learn spellings by using the look, cover,
write and check method. Every morning the children will
practise their spellings in class using this method.

Maths:
Regular mental and oral work is regarded as important at this
stage. Children study a variety of topics in number, shape,
measuring, money and time. It would be helpful if you could
provide opportunities at home for experiences of a practical
nature, e.g. counting money, telling the time, measuring and
weighing objects, estimating and generally discussing number
wherever the chance arises. We place a great emphasis on
learning number bonds to 10 and later on in the term to 20
and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. Any opportunity to practise
these at home would be greatly beneficial.

Science:
Science is taught regularly with practical activities, discussions, experiments and written work. Topics include ‘Light
and Dark,’ ‘Sound and Hearing,’ ‘Sorting and Using Materials,’ ‘Pushes and Pulls ‘Growing’ and ‘Sea Life’. Lessons
will take place in the classroom and school grounds. We
thoroughly recommend you signing up for the free Planet Science Under-11 online newsletter (http://www.planetscience.com/categories/under 11s.aspx) for your child and
allowing them (under supervision) to explore the site and undertake some of the experiments it suggests.

PE:
Year 1 pupils will have PE and Games lessons, and details of
timetabling will be sent out as soon as possible. On PE and
Games days all pupils need to bring their correctly named kit
into school to change into for PE.

ICT:
ICT lessons take place in our ICT suite which is well
equipped with computers, a colour printer and scanner. In
classrooms they also have access to a computer, timetabled
laptops and an interactive whiteboard and projector. In Year 1
the children learn how to use the mouse and keyboard correctly to create Digital Art, how to use basic features of Microsoft Word, E-Safety, basic animation and how to create
instructions to make things move. A lot of our ICT work is
cross curricular and we encourage the use of computers at
home to develop skills and to research projects.

History/Geography:
Children will look at the Local Area, Human and Physical
Geography, Seasons and Weather, The Continents and
Oceans, the UK, the use of maps and the features of islands in
Geography. In History we will think about our Family Tree,
the lives of Victorian Children and will study Seaside Holidays in the Past.

Art/DT:
Art and DT have close links at this stage with all our topics
and much of the work created will be displayed proudly in
classrooms and around the school. The children will explore a
range of techniques using a range of media. In DT the children will learn about and complete the Design Process.

RE/PSHEE:
Religious Education and PSHEE topics will consider the main
religions in the world and their associated symbolism, an appreciation of different cultures, beliefs and religious leaders
and a study of another religion. The topics will be taught
through discussion, circle time, stories, activities and looking
at artefacts and resources. In addition to weekly RE lessons,
pupils attend two assemblies per week and either a third assembly or hymn practice on Mondays. Each day a prayer is
said at the end of lunch, and the school prayer is recited at the
end of the day.

French and Music:
All children will have Music lessons in the Music Room
and French lessons in the classroom during the week, with
specialist teachers. During Music lessons in Year 1 the children continue to learn about the characters on the Stave
House (notation) and extend their singing, improvising with
‘so,’ ‘mi,’ ‘la’ and ‘do.’ In French they will cover topics on:
the house, numbers, days of the week, head and face, greetings, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, weather, fruit and food,
le petit chenille, the seaside, animals and clothes.

Learning Support:
All the children are closely monitored, through observation,
their class work and through regular testing. If at any point we
are concerned, you will be contacted and a strategy put into
place to help your child. Similarly, if you have any specific
concerns about your child’s progress, please feel free to bring
this to our attention.

General:
We believe that, for a child to succeed, a close partnership
between home and school is essential. We are available before or directly after school if you wish to discuss anything.
Form teachers are available if you have any queries and we
are happy to see you.

There will be Parents’ Evenings in the Autumn and Spring
Terms to discuss your child’s progress and a report at the end
of the year.
We hope that this will help you to have an overview of life in
Year 1 and we look forward to seeing you!

Welcome to Year 1!

Mrs Teresa Griffiths
is 1G’s form teacher.
She has been with St
Margaret’s school for
over 17 years. This
will be her third year
in year 1.

Ms Lucy Salmon
is 1S’s form teacher.
She joined St Margaret’s just over two
years ago in year 2.
She has been teaching
for 17 years.

