Weekly Newsletter
News, Successes, Events and more!
Puffa’s or the fleecy waterproof coats must now be in
school please - it’s getting very chilly!
Friday, 1st
December, 2017
Clarification of Cross
Country Club Information
Children meet in the
Sports Hall for Registration at 7.45am and
are then taken to the
Gallery at 7.50am for
departure.
Please note there is
strictly no admittance
to the Club after
7.50am.
Mrs Laurie

Dear Parents,
With a flurry of snow heralding December’s arrival, this has been a seriously busy
week at school. Vocab Week has been a great success and I have really enjoyed
giving the children the chance to talk about their ambitious vocabulary choices. Well
done (again) Mrs Crowley. The hall has been busy all week with rehearsals for next
week’s Christmas assemblies and the Prep Concert. I look forward to seeing many
of you at these events and hope you will be able to join me for a mince pie after the
assemblies on Monday-Thursday.
Wednesday saw a group of Year 3-6 pupils take part in the annual Cut Hedge cross
country event. I was very proud of the way the children conducted themselves
before, during and after their races on what was a busy and very cold morning and I
am very pleased to announce that the girls’ team came 1st in their race, with the
boys coming 3rd. This gave St Margaret’s a second place overall.
Year 4 spent part of last week’s residential learning about televisual media and I was
pleased that they were able to share with parents the fruits of their labours. This residential is a new addition to our programme and has proven to be most successful
Year 3 braved the cold to visit St Catherine’s church on Thursday morning and Friday afternoon was devoted to design and technology, with a host of different festive
projects being undertaken. As you can imagine, these sorts of activities take an
enormous amount of preparation so my thanks to all the staff for their time and energy at the close of a very hectic week and for those parents who generously came in
to help.

You will see later in this newsletter information about a session we are looking to run
Will be back at school on in January called A Toolkit for Raising Resilient Children. You will no doubt be aware
Monday - she popped in that children’s mental health is an area of great concern nationally and this workshop
is designed to equip us parents with the skills and confidence to help children tackle
to say hello today!
the challenges modern life throws at them. Julia Philpott has run this session in other
Cognita schools to great acclaim and I am really excited to be able to offer this opHouse Points this portunity. Could I ask you to let the office know if you are interested as we need a
minimum of 10 attendees to make the event run.

week

Nugent - 83
Knight - 135
Wentworth - 201

We have been working hard over the past few months to improve the School’s
broadband speed. We are blessed with a delightful rural location but connectivity has
always been an issue for St Margaret’s. It has been a difficult journey but I am
pleased to say that, as of last week, the school now has vastly improved upload and
download speeds which are at least 10x faster than they were previously.

Congratulations

Finally, after a very closely contested democratic selection process the children have
chosen our charity for the year which will be Little Havens Hospice
(www.havenshospices.org.uk/little-havens-hospice). Congratulations Knight (blue)
House and we look forward to raising lots of money over the coming year.

Wentworth!

My best advent wishes to you all.

Rolfe - 180

Gosfield Hall Park, Gosfield, Essex, CO9 1SE
Tel: 01787 472134

admin@stmargaretsprep.com

www.stmargaretsprep.com

@StMargsPrep

Work for Homework
We are excited to announce our "Work for Homework" initiative, which
will run between Monday 4th and Wednesday 6th December for the
whole school.
As part of our PSHEE syllabus we look at economic factors of modern
life, teaching the children about money, the world of work and taxation
in an age appropriate way. We would like to build upon this by asking
all parents and children to undertake a Work for Homework initiative
that will give the children the opportunity to discuss some of these key
ideas in a real-world setting. We are doing this by asking the children
to complete jobs around the house in return for a wage.
Your child's class teacher will give them a sheet on which there are
two tasks. The first is a discussion one, where we are asking parents
to talk to their children about chores that they can complete around
the house during the duration of one homework. We are asking you to
attach a value to each chore, and ensure that the total time does not exceed the allotted homework duration. To
help your discussion about value, the National Minimum Wage is currently £4.05 per hour for under 18s.
On the second night, we would like the child to complete their agreed chores and for you to pay them the agreed
sum!
We are asking you to fill in the sheet with your child detailing the decision making process behind the agreed work
and how they performed on the day. If you could also supply a photo (perhaps emailed to their class teacher) that
would be wonderful too. We can then ask the older children to engage in some analytical writing about their homework and the younger children can discuss it via circle time. If you prefer to pay your child in non-legal tender then
play money or Monopoly money would be fine. The older children could engage in a very interesting discussion
with you about Bitcoin given it has been in the news so much recently!
Building on this concept of earning, we are having a whole school assembly about philanthropy and the way in
which all of us can donate to charities later in the week.
We all really appreciate your help in this initiative and feel it is a valuable one in the run-up to such a special time
for giving and receiving.
Mrs Moss

Christmas
Carols and candles aglow in the night,

Remote Opening of car boots…
Please be really careful in the playground when opening

Hearth fires blazing all cosy and bright,

the boot of your car. Those automatic boot opening devic-

Red-leaved poinsettia, white Christmas rose,

es are fantastic but we nearly had an accident this week

Ice skaters whirling on ice as it snows,

when a boot was opened remotely by a parent and almost

Sleigh bells and Santas,
Tinsel-trimmed trees,

hit a child. Our parking areas are very busy and we want
everyone to arrive at, and leave, school safely. Thank
you.

Mistletoe magic and warm memories,
Angels all bringing glad tidings anew,
Season’s best wishes especially for you.

Tombola prizes needed
May we please make an
appeal for donations of

Anonymous

Festive poem chosen by
Year 6

prizes for the tombola for
11th December please?

Football shirts
While we are appealing,
please can we ask you to
remember that we are also

All to be taken to Mrs

collecting old football shirts to

Moser in the office please

be sent out to Ethiopia

- thank you

Next Week’s Menu

We are very pleased to announce that Mrs Moss has qualified as a Child Sexual Exploitation Champion,
for Essex Safeguarding Children Board.
Role of a CSE Champion :
• Keep up to date with local CSE arrangements, such as how and who to share concerns about CSE
with and referral processes
• Disseminate relevant information, campaigns, updates and resources internally within their organisation/department
• Keep up to date with local policy and procedures in relation to CSE
• To act as a single point of contact (SPOC) regarding CSE within their organisation/department
• To provide advice and signposting in relation to individual cases
• To provide advice and signposting in relation to the SET CSE Toolbox including the CSE Risk and
Vulnerability Assessment

Thank you for support on vocabulary
week – we have been amazed by some of the fantastic words the children have been using. There will
be a lot more about some of the activities next week.
In the meantime everybody has been sent home with
a special piece of paper and we would like all of the
St. Margaret’s family, children, parents and staff, to
write one adjective which they think sums up our wonderful school. Mrs Crowley will then use those words
to create our very own wordle. We are looking forward to seeing what you come up with!

Jolly Jumper or Christmas Jumper Day…
The last Monday of term (11th December) has been designated as ‘Jolly
Jumper Day’ so it’s time to bring out all those bright, colourful festive or jolly
jumpers and wear them to school - children and staff alike!
There will be a ‘fine’ imposed for wearing them and the proceeds will be
going to charity - further details to follow next week.

Ethiopia Hope

Audio Books

We are delighted to announce that we have

If any parents are able

renewed our sponsorship of Tigust and

to donate old audio cd’s

Yohanus (Ethiopia Hope ) for 2018 - we are

which we can play on

very pleased that we will be able to help give

the school bus would

these two children a

they please send them

further year at their

to the office for the at-

school.

tention of Mrs Crowley
Thank you
If your children are performing in one of our musical
groups next week, please make sure that they have
their instrument in school every day so that we can
rehearse whenever an opportunity arises.
Thank you from Mrs Morgan.

Safeguarding Advice
Did you know:



41% of parents admit they find it hard to control

their child's screen use



9% of 11 to 15 year olds are communicating via

social media at 10pm



42% of 8 to 11 years olds prefer watching You Tube

to watching a TV set



51% of 12 to 15 year olds use Snapchat



32% of 8 to 11 year olds have a smart phone



17% of 12 to 15 year olds have deleted their

browser history



34% of 12 to 15 year olds have encountered “hate

speech”” online in last year



21% of 12 to 15 year olds play games with people

they have never met
64% of 12 to 15 year olds have a good balance between screen time doing other things
Source: Saturday Telegraph - 23 September 2017
via The Digital Generation by IAPS, October 2017.
What to know more? Head to the Parents’ area of our
website to read the full report.

Christmas Card Delivery...
Year 6 are delighted to announce that, once again, they have been awarded the contract
to be the elves that deliver the school Christmas cards at the end of term. On the 7th December, a large post-box will magically appear in the Library. We ask all our customers to
put their Christmas cards in it, making sure that the envelope clearly shows the recipient's
name and class. Cards for teachers and other staff can also be popped into the box.
Please note that teachers (and other pupils) will not be permitted to distribute cards directly this year as they unfortunately have not passed the relevant "Elf and Safety Postal Delivery Training Course" and were not successful in
the challenging bidding process for the contract. Of course, the safety of all pupils is our paramount concern and
we appreciate your assistance in this matter.
Regards, The Y6 Elf Team

Dates for your diary…

11th December

4th December

Parents’ Christmas Shopping Event - 3pm

Transition/Nursery Christmas Play 9am - Coffee in the

Jolly Jumper Day - details to follow

gallery afterwards

12th December

5th December

Year 1 - Year 6 Trip to Mercury Theatre ‘Snow White

Reception Christmas Play 9am - Coffee in the gallery

and the Seven Dwarfs - 6pm return time

afterwards

Story Teller to visit Early Years at School

School Choir to Gosfield Hall for lunch

13th December

6th December

Prep Carol Service at St. Catherine’s Church, Gosfield

Year 1 Christmas Play 9am - Coffee in the gallery after-

(Year 6 parents only)

wards

Christmas Lunch

School Choir to Gosfield Golf Club

14th December

7th December

Charity event—2pm

Year 2 Christmas Play 9am - Coffee in the gallery after-

TERM ENDS

wards
Prep Concert 2pm & 7pm

BACK TO SCHOOL THURSDAY 4TH JANUARY 2018

For this term’s match fixtures
and match reports please
click here

